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Dear Parents/Caregivers, 

This week l’m on camp with our Year 5 students at Lake Ainsworth Sport & Recreation-
al Centre. The students will engage in activities like beach games, marine studies, ar-
chery and indoor rock climbing & team challenges. These activities can build resilience, 
confidence, and teamwork. Away from screens and daily routines, students learn to 
appreciate nature, navigate new challenges, and support one another. Lake Ainsworth 
is a unique experience that allows children to grow in ways the classroom can’t always 
offer – and adds something special to their learning journey!   
Thank you for our staff: Miss. Elizabeth Holst, Mr. Scott Lewis & Mrs. Narelle Edmonds 
for their generosity of time in supervising and being responsible for our Year 5 stu-
dents whilst away on camp.  

KINDER 2026 TRANSITION DAYS: On Monday 3rd & Tuesday 4th November (9am 
- 12pm) we will be welcoming our Kinder 2026 cohort for their transition days. The 
transition days enables all Kinder 2026 students to familiarise with the kinder class-
rooms and playground. They will have an opportunity to meet those teachers who 
they will have most contact with next year and also meet their ‘big buddies’ (current 
Year 5 students). Next week our Kinder teachers, Inclusion coordinator and myself   
will visit some of our local pre-schools to meet some the Kinder 2026 students and to 
discuss with the pre-school staff each individual students transition to Mt St Patrick PS 
for next year.  
A reminder that on Tuesday 4th November @ 5pm there will be a parent information 
session in the Kinder classroom.  

CLASS  REQUESTS FOR 2026: Parent requests for specific classroom teachers or class 
placement with particular students can often compromise the process that classroom 
teachers take in deciding a student’s class placement for the following year. l am ask-
ing all parents/carers to trust the process of classroom teacher’s determining the class 
lists for 2025. Classroom teacher’s take much time and consideration when selecting 
classes for the following year. Teacher’s look at all aspects including: academic, social, 
learning support & emotional needs. Classroom teacher’s are best placed to do this.  
Students are also afforded the opportunity to name five students across their cohort 
that they believe they would best work with in the 2025 class. Each student is guaran-
teed at least one student out of the five names they’ve nominated.   
STUDENTS / FAMILIES NOT ATTENDING MT ST PATRICK PRIMARY IN 2026:   
Families/students who are not returning to Mt St. Patrick Primary in 2026(excluding 
our current Year 6 students) are kindly requested to notify the Principal as soon as 
possible. As you may be aware, our school has waiting lists in certain year levels, and 
your notification would assist us in determining possible enrolments and class place-
ments.                                                             
SCHOOL UNIFORM: Parents please note comment regarding hair colour as outlined 
in our Uniform Policy in the Parent Handbook :  

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                             Enjoy your week! Brendan Ryan  Principal  

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

TERM 4 2025 

OCTOBER 

WEEK 2  

Fri 24th Years 3 & 4 Excursion  

WEEK 3  

Mon 27th  Crazy Sock Day  

Parent Community Group 

Meeting 6pm  

Fri 31st  Grandparents Day  

NOVEMBER 

WEEK 4  

Mon 3rd Kinder 2026 Transition Day  

Tues 4th Kinder 2026 Transition Day  

GRANDPARENTS DAY - FRIDAY 31st OCTOBER 

9:15am:MASS - held in Sacred Heart Church (students will be allowed to sit with their grandparents / parents during Mass) 

10:15am:                     OPEN CLASSROOMS 

11:00am:                     MORNING TEA - held outside of Year 6 classrooms  

11:45am— 12:30pm    OPEN CLASSROOMS  

NB: Traditionally grandparents/parents were welcome to take their grandchildren across to the Murwillumbah Show. Unfortunately, the 

Show won’t be open until after school (4pm) on Friday and consequently students won’t be attending the Show on this day.  

http://www.murp.lism.catholic.edu.au
mailto:msppmbah@lism.catholic.edu.au
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WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 
Tuesday 8.00am      Sacred Heart Church  
Wednesday 8.00am  Sacred Heart Church  
Thursday 8.00am     Sacred Heart Church  
Friday 12.00pm        Sacred Heart Church  
WEEKEND MASS TIMES 
Saturday 6:00 pm     Sacred Heart (Vigil) 
Sundays: 9:00am      Sacred Heart Church   
 

The Sacred Heart Prayer Chapel is open for private 

prayer each weekday from 9am—3pm.  

Tameka Harris - Assistant Principal Mission 

Pope Francis has frequently said that, “Grandparents are a treasure 
in the family. Please, take care of your grandparents: love them and 
let them talk to your children!” He sees grandparents as a vital part of 
the family, from whom we can all learn valuable lessons. 
To honour the many gifts that grandparents bring to the family, we 
will be celebrating a Mass in the Sacred Heart Church at 9:15am on 
Friday 31st October and would love families, friends and parishioners 
to join us. You are then invited to visit our open classrooms and share 
morning tea. 
 
We would also like to offer the following prayer: 
Grandparents are cherished members of our family. They bring gifts of 
wisdom, experience, and love and share with us their life of faith. We 
thank God for their example and ask that he bless them with happiness 
and good health. Amen. 
 
 

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY - 31ST OCTOBER 

JUBILEE YEAR - LITURGY 

According to the Vatican, another characteristic that will 
mark the celebration of the Jubilee Year is Liturgy. Catho-
lic liturgy is the official, public worship of the Church, 
which includes the celebration of the Eucharist (Mass), the 
other sacraments, and the Liturgy of the Hours. Derived 
from the Greek word for "work of the people," it is a 
communal activity that draws the faithful into the "work of 
God" through a structured system of rites, ceremonies, 
prayers, scripture readings, and symbolic actions.  

Here in Australia, October marks World Mission Month, a celebration 
of the global work of the Church and the dedication of missionaries, 
both religious and lay, as they reach out and support children and 
communities in need around the world. Socktober is a celebration and 

engagement with mission for our school community. Through the head, 
heart and hands model, students will experience the reality of chil-
dren in developing countries and take action to support them. On 
Monday 27th October we will hold a Socktober event day. Students 
are encouraged to wear their day uniform with their ‘craziest’ socks 
and bring in a gold coin donation. We have also created an online 
fundraising page where you can make a donation or share the link 
with family and friends. All monies raised will be donated to Catholic 
Mission and go towards supporting families and communities in Zam-
bia with vital resources to help them overcome the challenges of hun-
ger and poverty. 
 
Fundraising link: https://www.socktober.org.au/fundraisers/
MountStPatrickPrimarySchoolMurwillumbah  

ALL SAINTS’ DAY - 1st NOVEMBER 

All Saints’ Day is a solemn holy day of the Catholic 
Church which commemorates all the saints, both known 
and unknown, in heaven. All Saints’ Day is a time to con-
sider the example saints offer us and to reflect on how 
we can imitate their lives. As Pope Benedict XVI said, All 
Saints’ Day calls us ‘to see the Church… as Christ wanted 
it, that is, as the communion of saints.’  

ALL SOULS’ DAY - 2nd NOVEMBER 

All Souls’ Day follows All Saints Day and is also known as 
the Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed and the 
Day of the Dead. It is a day of prayer and remembrance 
for the souls of those who have died.  

 
 
 

Year 6 students present-
ing Denise Banner from 
St Vincent de Paul with 
a cheque for the money 
raised from the Year 6 
Mission Day last term. 

https://www.socktober.org.au/fundraisers/MountStPatrickPrimarySchoolMurwillumbah
https://www.socktober.org.au/fundraisers/MountStPatrickPrimarySchoolMurwillumbah
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MURWILLUMBAH  Theatre Company-TILLY AND THE TIME MACHINE– Years 3 and 4 will be attending a 

performance of “Tilly and the Time Machine”  an exciting and poignant adventure though time this 

Friday. Encountering all sorts of interesting people along the way, Tilly and the Time Machine is a 

funny and heartwarming adventure by the multi-talented actor and playwright Adrian Edmondson.  

FIRST LEGO LEAGUE 2025 ! Twenty talented Year 6 students are about to 
embark on their 2025 First Lego League (FLL) journey, with this year’s 
theme “Unearthed” combining archaeology and cutting-edge technology. 
A practice day was  held during the holidays to help the students refine their ide-
as and prepare for competition. With FLL being an international event and our 
school’s proud history of outstanding performances, we’re looking forward to 

another exciting season of creativity, innovation, and teamwork!   
 Saturday November 1st our First Lego League Teams will be heading to Benowa State High School to 
compete ! GO LEGO !! 

LIFE EDUCATION HEALTHY HAROLD TERM 4 VISIT MT ST PAT’S ! During 

Week 6 and Week 7 we will be welcoming the Life Education Team and 

Healthy Harold. Each grade has nominated a variety of topics/ modules. 

There is an opportunity for students to purchase healthy Harold products 

BEFORE the day—flyer accompanies this newsletter- these items  can be col-

lected  by the students at school during the scheduled visits.   

Content strands to be covered are included below. A COMPASS event will 

be sent out  prior to the visit  with further details . COST PER STUDENT 

$13.00 Have a great week of learning and teaching everyone!     Carolyn Waugh Assistant Principal Learning and Teaching 

LIFE EDUCATION TERM 4 VISIT 2025 

 

 

 

GRADE MODULES 

KINDER Body Matters 

YEAR 1 Ready Steady Go 

YEAR 2 Growing Good friends 

YEAR 3 CYBERWISE 

YEAR 4 FRIENDS & FEELINGS 

YEAR 5 Relate, Respect and Connect 

YEAR 6 DECISIONS 
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TERM 4  

October  

*Year 5 Lake Ainsworth Excursion (Mon 20th—Wed 22nd) 

Fri 24th           Years 3 & 4 Excursion: Mur’bah Theatre 

Mon 27th        Parent Community Group (formerly Parent    

                      Forum) Meeting  

Tues 28th         EXURO - selected Year 5 students  

Fri 31st             GRANDPARENTS DAY  
 

November *Kinder 2026 Orientation (Mon 3rd & Tues 4th)  

Fri 7th            Year 1 Excursion  

               LIFE EDUCATION 19/11– 26/11– Class times tba 

Sat 29th          Parish Christmas Carnival & Tableau 

 

TERM 4  
 

 

December 

Mon 1st         EXURO - all Year 5 students  

*Infants Intensive Swimming (Mon 1st  - Fri 12th)  

Tues 9th           Primary Presentation Day  

Thurs 11th         Infants Presentation Morning 

Fri 12th           Primary Swimming Carnival  

Mon 15th         Orientation 2026 & Year 6 Treat Day  

Tues 16th        Graduation Mass 

                     Year 6 Farewell Guard of Honour  

Wed 17th       Students Last Day 2025 

BIRTHDAYS 

Holidays—29th September—12th October 

Pepper 1B, Beatrix 2Y, Tulleah 2Y, Perry 3B, Halcyon 3B, Skylar 3B, Olive 3Y, Aiden 4B, Abigail 4Y,   

Lexie 5B, Elsie-May 5Y, Blake 6Y 

 

13th October—19th October  

Lyra KY, Leon 2Y, Liam 3B, Thomas 3Y, Kyden 5B, Pippa 6Y 

20th October—26th October 

William KB, Jackson 1Y, James 6B 

IMPORTANT SCHOOL CALENDAR DATES FOR 2026 

Term 1 - Wednesday 28th Jan to Thursday 2nd April  (2026 Easter break—Good Friday 3rd April Easter Monday 6th April 2026) 

Term 2 - Monday 20th April to Friday 3rd July  (School holidays Mon 6th July to Friday 17th July 2026)  

Term 3 - Monday 20th July to Friday 25th September  (School holidays Mon 28th September to Friday 9th October2026)  

Term 4 - Monday 12th October to Thursday 17th December  (School holidays Friday18th Dec to Wednesday 27th January 2027)  

Details of Staff Professional Learning Days (Pupil Free Days) for 2026 will be determined before the end of this school year.  

Free Online Program to Support Children’s Mental Health 

Are you a parent, grandparent, carer or other adult living in a regional, rural area, or supporting a child 
aged 10–13 who has unmet mental health needs? Southern Cross University is offering a free online educa-
tion program designed to help you better support the mental health needs of the children in your care. 

The program includes flexible online learning and a weekly 90-minute group session led by experienced 
mental health clinicians. It has been co-designed by parents, carers, teachers, and children’s mental health 
experts. 

Participants will also be contributing to valuable research that aims to strengthen community responses to 
children’s wellbeing. Those complete the program and the survey at the end will receive a $50.00 voucher.  

To learn more or express interest, please email Professor John Hurley at john.hurley@scu.edu.au. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

mailto:john.hurley@scu.edu.au
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02 6672 2541 


